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Embassy about 3 P. M.; he proceeded to the meeting of the
Ministerial Council. Here he set forth the diplomatic
situation and probably argued at length to persuade the
reluctant military authorities to accept his partial mobiliza-
tion plan. We have no precise and satisfactory record of
the discussion, but after several hours the Council adopted
the following resolutions: (1) to get into touch with the
other Powers to request Austria to extend the time-limit,
and so give them time to become acquainted with and to
investigate the dossier of Sarajevo documents which Aus-
tria had declared she would communicate; (2) to advise
Serbia not to offer armed resistance, if Austria should in-
vade her territory but to announce that she was yielding
to force and entrusting her fate to the judgment of the
Great Powers; (3) to authorize the Ministers of War and
Marine to ask the Tsar's consent to announce, depending
on the course of events, mobilization in the four Military
Districts of Kiev, Odessa, Moscow and Kazan, and of the
Baltic and Black Sea Fleets; (4) to fill up immediately the
stocks of war-supplies, and (5) to recall instantly state
funds in Germany and Austria.44
Thus, an effort was to be made to have the Great Powers
examine the merits of the Austro-Serbian question—to
"Europeanize" it, instead of "localizing" it,' as Austria and
Germany wished; and, if this was unsuccessful, to arrange
that much of the Austrian army would be tied up int Serbia
at the moment Russia should finally have to take up arms.
Sazonov accordingly telegraphed to Belgrade that "if the
helpless situation of Serbia is indeed such as to leave no
doubt as to the outcome of an armed conflict with Austria,"
it would be better not to make resistance, but retreating,
let Austria occupy territory without a fight and appeal to
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